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Dr Suzanne Simard’s
research www.suzannesimard.com/about/ - Dr Suzanne Simard is a Professor

of Forest Ecology at the University of British Columbia and the author
of the book, Finding the Mother Tree. She is a pioneer on the frontier
of plant communication and intelligence and is best known for her
work on how trees interact and communicate using below-ground
fungal networks, which has led to the recognition that forests have
hub trees, or Mother Trees.

www.mothertreeproject.org - Started in 2015, the Mother Tree
Project is a large, scientific, field-based experiment that builds on
prior research with the central objective of identifying sustainable
harvesting and regeneration treatments that will maintain forest
resilience as the climate changes.
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http://www.suzannesimard.com/about/
http://www.mothertreeproject.org/
https://mothertreeproject.org/glossary#forest-resilience


TREE COMMUNICATION
AND NEUROBIOLOGY
RESEARCH PAPERS:

www.nature.com/articles/41557 - Dr Suzanne Simard’s ground-breaking
1997 work on birch and douglas fir trees that started the ‘Wood Wide Web’
phenomenon
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-540-28516-8_2 - a 2006
paper by František Baluška about the scientific basis to plant ‘neurobiology’
and how it seems to work
https://nph.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1469-
8137.2009.03069.x - a paper from 2009 by Beiler, Durall, Simard et al
examining the workings and architecture of the Wood Wide Web and the
role of Mother Trees
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1890/08-1884.1 - a
2009 research paper by Teste, Simard, Durall et al looking at nutrient
transfer via fungal networks
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-75596-0_10 - Dr
Suzanne Simard’s 2018 work comparing tree / fungal networks with neural
networks and examining their role in tree behaviours that ‘have cognitive
qualities, including capabilities in perception, learning, and memory’.
www.researchgate.net/publication/354811872_Consciousness_and_cogniti
on_in_plants - a major literature review from 2021 of the science behind the
debates about plant intelligence and neurobiology
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http://www.nature.com/articles/41557
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-540-28516-8_2
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-540-28516-8_2
https://nph.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1469-8137.2009.03069.x
https://nph.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1469-8137.2009.03069.x
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1890/08-1884.1
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1890/08-1884.1
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-75596-0_10
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-75596-0_10
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/354811872_Consciousness_and_cognition_in_plants


PRESS COVERAGE OF
TREE LEARNING AND
A TRULY
‘HUMONGOUS’
FUNGUS

www.news.uwa.edu.au/archive/201401156399/research/move-over-
elephants-mimosas-have-memories-too/ - Move over elephants, plants
have memories too (2014): an article summarising the work of Dr Gagliano,
an Australian Research Council research fellow at The University of
Western Australia's Centre for Evolutionary Biology.

www.scientificamerican.com/article/strange-but-true-largest-organism-is-
fungus/ - Strange but True: The Largest Organism on Earth Is a Fungus
(2007): an article exploring the discovery of a giant Armillaria ostoyae
fungus
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http://www.news.uwa.edu.au/archive/201401156399/research/move-over-elephants-mimosas-have-memories-too/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/strange-but-true-largest-organism-is-fungus/


SIGNALLING AND
COMMUNICATION IN
PLANTS

‘Signalling and Communication in Plants’ – a 36 book series collecting and
publishing papers from 2006 onwards, detailing research in plant
neurobiology and communication, including this one examining ‘Memory
and Learning in Plants’.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08CVQ2GQC?
binding=hardcover&amp;qid=1672821928&amp;sr=8-
1&amp;ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_thcv

6

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08CVQ2GQC?binding=hardcover&amp%3Bqid=1672821928&amp%3Bsr=8-+1&amp%3Bref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_thcv
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08CVQ2GQC?binding=hardcover&amp%3Bqid=1672821928&amp%3Bsr=8-+1&amp%3Bref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_thcv


TREE RELATED
ORGANISATIONS The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew  - the global authority on plants and fungi

www.kew.org

The International Dendrology Society – organisation promoting and
conserving trees and other woody plants
www.dendrology.org

The Arboricultural Association- the tree surgeon’s professional body
www.trees.org.uk

Westonbirt Arboretum – home to 2,500 different species from the far
corners of the globe and 5 national tree collections
www.forestryengland.uk/westonbirt-the-national-arboretum

Sir Harold Hillier Gardens – a globally significant tree collection
www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/hilliergardens

Sustainable Forestry using horses:
www.britishhorseloggers.org/
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http://www.kew.org/
http://www.dendrology.org/
http://www.trees.org.uk/
http://www.forestryengland.uk/westonbirt-the-national-arboretum
http://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/hilliergardens
http://www.britishhorseloggers.org/


FUNGAL NETWORKS
The Society for the Protection of Underground Networks; a new
scientific research organisation founded to map mycorrhizal fungal
communities and advocate for their protection.
www.spun.earth

The Fungi Foundation – provides good educational links about fungi
www.ffungi.org/
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http://www.spun.earth/
http://www.ffungi.org/
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